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The Carlsons re-up their wood pile, and even make a new friend
AN OLIVE BRANCH
By Rea

It was a case of mistaken identity, 
said longtime Mammoth local 
Laurey Carlson, that led to her six 

cords of seasoned Lodgepole being 
casually loaded up and driven away 
from her house in Old Mammoth (see 
“What Wood Jesus Do?” October 14) 
this fall. Carlson said that the person 
who stole her wood several weeks 
ago was distraught to learn that he 
had mistakenly loaded up someone’s 
property, and took steps to make it 
right. 

Unfortunately, Carlson said, it was 
quite late in the season for him to 
gather the large amount of primo 
seasoned Lodgepole that he took 
from Carlson. The man, whose name 
Carlson did not want to put in print, 
had apparently either given away or 
sold some of his haul and only was 
able to return about a half of a cord of 
the Carlsons’ wood. “He started out 
by offering us a load of Red Fir. I said 
no, we want Lodgepole,” said Carlson. 

For those who don’t burn firewood, 
the distinction between the trees 
is critical—not all wood is created 
equal. Lodgepole pine, sometimes 
also known as Jack Pine, is a slow-
growing conifer, which results in a 
denser wood with a higher BTU (Brit-
ish Thermal Unit) than most pine. 
It also has less bark than other local 
trees, such as the ubiquitous Jeffrey 
Pine or Red Fir, meaning that there is 
a higher wood-to-bark ratio (not to 
mention less mess to dispose of after 
splitting). 

So the man had to get to work. 
He bought wood tags. Carlson did 
some sleuthing to find some downed 
Lodgepole, and she agreed to work 
with him to replace the wood. 

“It really became kind of comical,” 
said Carlson of the man’s attempt to 
replace what he took. First there were 

scheduling issues (he’s an on-call 
handyman). Then he showed up on 
Tuesday, October 24 with his four-
year-old son in tow… but without a 
saw. 

“So we loaded some stuff that was 
already bucked up,” said Carlson. He 
showed back up at lunchtime with 
a saw, and they headed back out for 
more wood. The saw ran out of gas. 

“He didn’t have any more gas. So I 
said at that point, we’re done,” said 
Carlson, who also noted that a few 
friends had dropped off some Lodge-
pole since The Sheet first shared her 
story. “He helped me unload and 
stack, and he said, ‘You want more?’ 
I said, ‘Look, I’m done, if you want to 
bring more, that’s on you, but we ac-
complished the task.” 

Carlson said he was extremely apol-
ogetic about his mistake, and that he 
took the steps to make it right. She 
even got the man’s son helping out—
handing him small pieces of wood he 
could help carry to their trucks. “He 
really wanted to be a part of it,” she 
said, laughing. 

Carlson said she wanted the com-
munity to know that the man made 
a mistake, but he took the steps to 
rectify it, and although he could not 
return what was taken, “he came 
through.” 

Carlson asked him to stand with her 
on top of the wood pile and shake her 
hands. “I wanted to let him know that 
we were friends, and it happened, 
and it’s in the past…I wanted him to 
understand that I’m a good person 
too, I just wanted him to work with 
me and make sure we got this done.” 

Carlson thanked the community 
for their outpouring of support. “I’m 
covered in wood chips and bloody 
and cut up… but the Carlsons are not 
going to freeze this winter!” 

By Lunch

MLH PURCHASES 
COUNTRY GLASS PROPERTY 

Mammoth Lakes Housing 
(MLH) recently purchased 
the commercial property 

located at 238 Sierra Manor Road 
in Mammoth Lakes with the goal to 
convert the existing buildings to ap-
proximately 11 one-bedroom and 1 
studio rental apartments. 

The property had been owned by 
Sharon Alper. It features two com-
mercial buildings and 9,600-square 
feet of commercial space. 

Current tenants include Country 
Glass, La Tienda, a Latin market, and 
a predominantly hispanic church. 

The sale price was $1.25 million, 
financed via a mix of owner-financing 
and MLH cash-on-hand. 

As part of the deal, Alper donated a 
portion of the value of the property to 
Mammoth Lakes Housing. 

Now, MLH is working in partner-
ship with the Town of Mammoth 
Lakes to secure federal or state fund-
ing to rehab/convert the buildings for 
residential use. 

The cost of such a project has not 
yet been determined. 

In accordance with state and fed-
eral relocation laws, MLH will work 

with existing tenants to relocate them 
once funding is secured for the reha-
bilitation.

Mammoth Lakes Housing Executive 
Director Jennifer Halferty said Coun-
try Glass is the only tenant which has 
a lease that extends beyond the next 
year or two. 

MLH, a local non-profit, is a non-
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238 Sierra Manor Road: the future site of affordable housing.
governmental organization (NGO) 
with the mission to support work-
force housing for a viable economy 
and a sustainable community. A 
“storm of scarcity” is impacting the 
availability of housing for local em-
ployees, David Perry President and 
Chief Operating Officer of KSL Capital 
Partners said recently in a Denver 

Post article. Market increases, limited 
land, and the explosion of short-term 
rentals have tightened the supply of 
housing available for local workers.

MLH estimates the community 
needs to supply 160 more housing 
units within the next five years, for 
those community members earn-
ing less than 80% of the area median 
($48,550 for a household of two), 
according to the 2017 Community 
Housing Needs Assessment. 

Says Halferty, “This is an exciting 
opportunity to add smaller, studio, 
and one bedroom homes for young 
professionals, couples, and other 
small households to the Town’s sup-
ply of workforce housing.”

238 Sierra Manor would be MLH’s 
first foray into a “conversion of use” 
(from commercial to residential) 
project. 

The location, in close proximity 
to Vons and public transportation, 
played a key role in MLH’s decision to 
move forward. 

For more information visit the 
Mammoth Lakes Housing website at 
www.mammothlakeshousing.org or 
call (760) 934-4740.

RICHARD JALI,1932-2017
OBITUARY

Born December 1, 1932 in Port-
land, Oregon, Richard (Rick) 
Milton Jali was an only child. He 

passed away peacefully in his sleep 
at the age of 84 on October 7, 2017 at 
Solheim Lutheran Home in Los An-
geles, after suffering from Alzheimer’s 
for seven and a half years.

Over the years, Rick lived in Port-
land, Oregon, Southern California, 
Malaysia, Iran, Seattle, Washington, 
Mammoth Lakes, Bishop, and Los An-
geles. Rick attended Caltech, where 
he earned two degrees: a Bachelors 
and Masters in Physics. He worked in 
the aerospace industry as an engineer 
and worked at Hughes Aircraft and at 
Boeing. In the early 1970s, Rick en-
rolled in the Peace Corps and taught 
high school physics in Malaysia, a 
decision he often said was the best 
one of his life.

Rick was recognizable to many in 
town. You may have seen him skiing 
at Mammoth Mountain in his old, 
faded jackets and colorful jester hel-
met cover, or riding his bike around 
town with his bright yellow helmet. 
Many of his friends found him quirky 
but lovable. He was a peak bagger and 
a member of the Sierra Club, Sierra 
Peaks Section, of which Rick was 
chairman in 1967. He recorded 142 
climbs of the 247 named peaks on the 
Sierra Peaks Section list. He was one 
of three men that initiated a petition 
that resulted in the naming of a previ-
ously unnamed, but prominent peak, 
now known as “Caltech Peak.” Rick 
had made the third recorded ascent 
of the peak. 

Rick enjoyed backpacking, kayak-
ing, reading, model airplane building, 
and skiing. His biggest passion was 
travel. He never took a traditional 
“cruise.” For him, cruises involved 

staying in the crew quarters of a 
deadheading freighter. He would 
present slide shows of his trips off the 
beaten path at the Mammoth Lakes 
Library, and had a collection of over 
47,000 slides. He made beer sam-
pling a priority, something he did in 
more than 100 countries. If beer was 
included at an event in Mammoth 
Lakes, Rick would usually be present, 
front and center. 

As an only child who never had 
children of his own, his interest in 
young people was keen. He was an 
Assistant Scoutmaster with Troop 370 
of Mammoth Lakes from 1989-2001. 
Rick is survived by his cousin Nor-
man Battaglia and his wife Rachelle of 
Portland, Oregon, parishioner friends 
from St. Joseph’s Catholic Church, 
and his friends and caregivers over 
the past nine years, Fred and Barbara 
Richter of Mammoth Lakes. 


	A001-she-11042017
	A002-she-11042017
	A003-she-11042017
	A004-she-11042017
	A005-she-11042017
	A006-she-11042017
	A007-she-11042017
	A008-she-11042017
	A009-she-11042017
	A010-she-11042017
	A011-she-11042017
	A012-she-11042017
	A013-she-11042017
	A014-she-11042017
	A015-she-11042017
	A016-she-11042017
	A017-she-11042017
	A018-she-11042017
	A019-she-11042017
	A020-she-11042017



